

DEOMS Percussion Section

Welcome to the DEOMS Concert Band!! For the past few years you have been learning some basics on the snare drum and bass drum and now get to advance your skills!! From now on, you are not considered drummers, but percussionists. As percussionists you learn to play all of the rhythm instruments in the band. This includes: snare drum, bass drum, xylophone, timpani, triangle, tambourine, chimes, temple blocks, jingle bells, rain sticks, whip, and many more!! The majority of these instruments are provided by the school so you do not need to bring the actual instruments to school with you. 

What instruments should I have at home to practice correctly?
At home you should have a snare drum and drum pad. As you progress you may want to add on other instruments. You should also have a metronome and music stand so you can have the correct posture and work on your rhythmic skills.

What do I need to bring to school with me? 
If you do not have this equipment, you will not be successful and will fall behind the others in class!! By Monday September 17th, every percussionist must have their materials. This is your first homework grade!! Everything is available at Music and Arts, O’DiBella, or Online.

1. Essential Elements 2000 Book 1 
2. Stick Bag – You must have a stick bag that your mallets, snare sticks, and other mallets can go into. This is very important so you don’t lose your instrument! Music and Arts has these starting at $11.00. Look at the various options and get one that you can grow with.
3. Practice Pad (Vic Firth)
4. Snare Drum Sticks (Vic Firth 5A)
5. 2 Pairs of Mallets (Yarn and Plastic)
6. Optional: Timpani Mallets** (By HS all percussionists must have these.)
7. Metronome: You can purchase one at the local music store or download an App onto your phone for free!
8. Pencil…. put this in your stick bag. 
9. Three-Ring Binder with sheet protectors

What do I need to rent?
Nothing!! 

What do I do?
1. All percussionists will learn how to play snare drum, bass drum, timbales, crash cymbals, hi-hat cymbal, suspended cymbal, triangle, congas, xylophone, timpani, sleigh bells, temple blocks, wind chimes, and chimes. 
2. Students rotate between these instruments so that one person doesn’t play the same instrument all the time. 
3. If you do not play in a song, please sit quietly and wait until your turn to play. I try to have all students performing, however it is not always possible. 

If you are interested in private lessons please send me an email. I have some great recommendations and strongly suggest lessons for students passionate about music.





What do I do when I come to band?
1. You are to enter the room with all of your equipment and begin warming up on your practice pad. Review your rudiments and scales.
2. Set up for the music we are going to be playing in class. Make sure you have the right part and have the equipment set up for that song.
3. You are to NEVER warm up on bass drum, drum set, or crash cymbals.
4. Please do not take apart any equipment, unscrew any parts, or hit drums with the wrong mallets or drum sticks. 

What do I do when rehearsal is over?
1. ALL equipment MUST be put away in the proper place. No mallets or sticks are to be left out on the music stands or on the drums. 
2. Timpani MUST be covered.
3. The percussion cabinet MUST be left organized and closed. 
4. All of your music must be put in your locker and your locker is locked.


If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me
[bookmark: _GoBack]at hhaderthauer@newmilfordschools.org at anytime!

Please sign and return the bottom portion of this page stating that you understand your expectations as a percussionist in the DEOMS Band!


Student’s Name: ___________________________________________________________    Grade: ______________________

Student’s Email: (school) __________________________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Comments: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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